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COVER: The graduates toss their caps in celebration at the completion 
of this year’s Commencement ceremony.
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In my talk this year, I would like to focus on three 
main elements of  the school’s philosophy statement 
– reason, creativity and integrity––and use some of  

this year’s highlights to illustrate each.

   First, let’s talk about reason. One of  my favorite 
quotes says this: “If  all children were taught to reason 
as they learned a few facts, they would have what nature 
intended for them to have, a better castle for their 
defense.”* 

   The school’s philosophy statement says, “We believe 
the ability to reason is inextricably linked to successful 
study at all levels... At Delphian, students learn the 
value of  studying for oneself, thinking for oneself  and 
evaluating information for its truth, importance and 
usefulness.”

   A reasoning world is a saner world. Reasoning 
individuals create sane families, successful groups and 
strong countries. Therefore, reason is an important 
central element in any educational system. At Delphian, 
students do specific courses to increase their reasoning 
skills. They gain workable tools in study and logic, all 
integrated into the Delphi Program curriculum.  

   Students on Form 7 Logic have to find a production 
statistic that has recently worsened and reverse it. On 
the Form 8 Logic course, students find a non-optimum 
situation inside or outside the school, evaluate all 
relevant information, and then propose and implement 
a handling that betters that situation.  

   A student finishing one of  these courses wrote, “This 
course taught me a lot about how to handle things when they start 
to go wrong. Being in the position of  Student Council President, 
I had many opportunities to apply what I was learning on this 
course, and I did. What amazed me about the data is how easy it 

becomes to handle a situation when you apply the information on 
a step by step basis. There was not a single time as part of  this 
course, or the application of  it outside of  the course room, where 
I was worried or didn’t know what to do to handle something, as 
long as I was applying the data.”                                                                                                                              

   Seminars challenge students to analyze and discuss 
what they’ve read and researched. In our most 
advanced current events seminar, a different student 
each week leads a two-hour discussion on an issue that 
all of  the students have researched. They work their 
way through complex topics, from Supreme Court 
cases to GMO food, from the economy to the Theory 
of  Relativity. One student said of  this seminar, “Besides 
developing my ability to debate and discuss controversial topics, I 
also gained a sense of  seeing the other person’s viewpoint. Instead 

of  simply pushing my side blindly, I started to see their actual 
reasoning, and I would work to get them to open their minds to a 
new idea. I also became much more able to freely take either side 
of  an issue.”   

   Let’s take up to the second element: creativity. In 
our Philosophy Statement, we say, “We believe that a 
person’s creativity should be enriched by his education. 
Thus our emphasis is on wide-ranging projects 
and service activities in the immediate or broader 
community, where students exercise and hone their 
creative-thinking skills.”  

   As soon as you put students into real-world positions, 
they face real-world problems and are driven to come 
up with imaginative solutions. Delphian students have 
gone out into the community and stretched their 
abilities this year in ways you might never imagine. 

   Twelve-year-old Quinn Bennett worked for our 
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Commencement speaker, Oregon State Senator Arnie 
Roblan. At that age, you’d think she’d be filing or 
running for coffee, but instead she was following the 
Senator’s schedule online, collecting information for him 
on the topics and bills he would be dealing with that 
day, and even fielding calls from constituents. She had to 
figure it out as she went along.  

   Last year our students organized many impressive 
global service projects, from South Africa to India and 
Thailand. Those are continuing. But this year, our local 
projects have risen to an entirely new level of  service for 
others and challenge for our students.  

  Middle School students Luca Marrazzo and Nigel 
Mincey met with the principal of  Willamina Elementary 
School and briefed her on the Good Choices book, which 
is a version of  The Way To Happiness adapted for younger 
children. Luca and Nigel got the principal’s approval to 
run a Good Choices seminar in her school. They designed 
the lesson plans, delivered the seminar to fifth graders, 
and then trained more of  our students, as well as the 
elementary school’s students, to expand the project’s 
scope. This is just one of  several very successful projects 
held last year, all of  which broadened our students’ reach 
into the community.

   Here’s a success shared by one of  our seniors, who 
was delivering a Truth about Drugs seminar: “Teaching 
The Truth About Drugs seminar, as well as going through the 
Form 8 Literature program, changed my opinion of  life and my 
goals. I changed from someone who was self-centered and whose 
goals revolved around personal success, to someone whose goals and 
aspirations in life are to make the world a better place.”  

   The ability to take on these kind of  real-world 
challenges comes back to our extensive practical 
program and the understanding that tomorrow’s leaders 
in all fields need to be creative problem solvers today.

   The last point of  our philosophy statement takes 
up the subject of  integrity. Integrity is defined as, 
“adherence to moral and ethical principles; soundness of  
moral character; honesty.”

   The school’s philosophy statement says, “We believe 
that personal integrity is the keystone of  any successful 
activity or life... At Delphian, students learn that a 

successful group—and a rewarding life—depend on 
individuals who recognize their responsibility for honesty 
in themselves, each other and the groups of  which they 
are a part.”

    From its founding, Delphian has stressed the essential 
principle of  integrity. It’s a subject our Founding 
Headmaster talked about extensively; he ensured the 
subject was deeply embedded in the Delphian culture. 
We address it directly in the curriculum, we talk about 
it at monthly assemblies, and we highlight students who 
show backbone.  

   Our reading and literature programs help students 

wrestle with and clarify for themselves some of  life’s deep 
questions. One student wrote an unusual success story-
unusual since it addressed the entire reading program, 
from her beginnings in the Lower School all the way 
through Form 8. I’d like to share it with you here:

   “One of  the graduation requirements for Form 8 is to have a 
‘usable understanding of  the subjects of  ethics, personal integrity 
and morals adequate to provide a foundation for their creation of  
their lives.’

   “Well, this is the end of  the road! Here I stand looking at the 
hundreds of  books I’ve read in my Delphian career, from Dr. Seuss 
to My Father’s Dragon to Democracy in America. It’s a 
big accomplishment to have done the whole reading program from 
Beginner 1 through Form 8. Upon it, I’ve gone through hell and 
come back to life about five hundred times, but because of  it, I am 
tougher, smarter, more willing to live life as life, willing to observe 
situations for what they are, willing to form my own viewpoints 
in life regardless of  common opinion, willing to read books for 
pleasure, able to read any piece of  literature I set out to read, able 
to honestly look at myself, able to gain wisdom from others, able 
to question my own ideas, able to gain a huge amount of  love and 
understanding of  the world, and able to persevere on the road to 
truth.” 

    I hope that gives you more understanding of  our 
program relative to those three points: reason, creativity 
and integrity. I encourage you to read the full Delphian 
School Mission and Philosophy statement on Delphian.org.
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A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM
Upper School Play

One of William Shakespeare’s most popular comedies, A Midsummer Night’s Dream introduces audiences 
to Theseus, Duke of Athens (Seamus Mathers) and the Amazonian queen Hippolyta (Zoe Sewell), 
whose impending marriage celebration brings together four young lovers, as well as a group of amateur 

actors led by the carpenter Peter Quince and the weaver Nick Bottom (Bob Dearborn and Miles Drazkowski). The 
four lovers and Nick Bottom cross paths with the fairies and become unwittingly embroiled in a battle between 
the Fairy King Oberon (Chad Platt) and his Queen Titania (Hannah Abu-eideh). A host of misadventures follow. 
But it’s all made right in the end with the help of Oberon’s favorite puck, Robin Goodfellow (Nick Koenig).   



Theseus.....................................Seamus Mathers

Hippolyta....................... ......................Zoe Sewell

Egeus.........................................Arthur Eskandari

Philostrate...................................Skyler Feilmeier

Attendant to Duke Theseus................Zoe Croman

Demetrius....................................Michael Clarizio

Lysander.........................................Morgan Allard 

Hermia..................................................Ivy Ramos

Helena..............................................Catie Currier

Nick Bottom...............................Miles Drazkowski

Peter Quince...................................Bob Dearborn

Francis Flute...............................Alejandro Olmos 

Tom Snout..........................................Finn Dayton

Snug...................................................Vinayak Pal

Robin Starveling............................Lexie Lensgraf

Robin “Puck” Goodfellow....................Nick Koenig

First Fairies.........Ashtyn Almstead & William Hsu

Oberon.................................................Chad Platt

Titania.....................................Hannah Abu-eideh

Attendant to Titania..............................Lila Welles

Peaseblossom...........................Maxine Anderson

Cobweb.......................................Eva Drazkowski 

Moth...............................................Andrea Prado

Mustardseed..........................Angelica Hangdaan

Attendant to Oberon....................Maad AlKadhim

Other Fairies............................Kiersten Carberry 
                                            Lexi Delgado   
                                                 Talia Morfopoulos 
                                                  Yasmine Qadada 
                                                      Bella Quintero
                                                  Kayley Sakamoto

Musicians........................................Andrew Chiu 
                                                         Michael Kao
                                                            Sophie Qu 
                                                         Jacky Wang
                                                           Yao Yao Xu

THE CAST
(In order of  appearance)



 Makenna
DEARBORN
Delphian was quite the adventure. I gained a 
tremendous amount of  understanding during 
my time here. I attained a degree of  integrity 
I never had before. I acquired knowledge 

that I thought would be too advanced for me. I became able to 
get a product on things I thought would be impossible. I became a 
person I never thought I could become, while still feeling like I can 
become so much more.
   Delphian took this little, shy boy with dreams but few plans and 
helped him change himself. They gave him the tools to formulate 
deep opinions, to raise his knowledge to incredible heights, to do 
anything he sets his mind to—and that’s just scratching the surface. 
Delphian helped me turn myself  into someone I could be proud of.
   It was a wonderful journey: the friends I made, the experiences I 
had, the knowledge I gained, and everything else, from beginning 
to end.  I’m going to miss being here, but at the same time, I’m 
happy I’m moving on. I’m going to take everything I gained and 
pursue my dreams, and that’s a beautiful thought.   

EXCERPTS FROM GRADUATES’ 
COMMENCEMENT SPEECHES

 Commencement Speaker
ARNIE ROBLAN
Delphian School welcomed Oregon Senator Arnie 
Roblan as the Commencement Speaker for our 2015 
Commencement ceremony. Senator Roblan represents 
the scenic and rugged central Oregon coast, a district 
which includes the Delphian School. 
A true friend of Delphian, Senator Roblan held his 
local town hall on our campus and opened his office 
to Delphian students for internships during this year’s 
legislative session. 
Senator Roblan served 4 terms as Representative for 
House District 9, during which time he became the driving 
force behind legislation that would help move Oregon 
forward on important issues. He is a former math teacher 
and principal of Marshfield High School in Coos Bay, 
Oregon, where he initiated many innovative programs to 
improve student learning. 

 Tom
CHIANG
During my years on the Delphi Program, I 
doubted myself  many times. I wasn’t sure if  
I would be able to graduate. I wasn’t sure if  I 
could do well on the basketball team. I wasn’t 

sure if  I was capable enough to achieve my goals.
   As I went through the Delphi Program, I learned how to work 
faster and focus my intention towards a specific end. I learned about 
the importance of  teamwork. I learned how to be self-determined. 
I learned how to pursue and achieve my goals. I learned how to be 
unafraid of  making mistakes. 
   Looking back on all of  the things I learned and did, I realized how 
capable I was. I realized that becoming capable has nothing to do with 
your potential or your talent. It has to do with your heart. If  you have 
the intention to become capable, you will. If  you have the willingness 
to work hard, you will. Every single one of  us can become as able as 
we decide to be.
   Delphian gave me the opportunity to fully extend my ability to 
different areas of  my life, and that is the beauty of  Delphian.



Jacky
WANG
The Delphi Program was incredible. I can’t 
believe how much I’ve grown throughout my 
four years here. 
   Achieving a good work ethic became one of  

my fundamental means of  getting things done, but it didn’t come 
to me naturally. Only after I experienced all kinds of  dilemmas 
through my life here did I realize the significance of  a solid work 
ethic. After I saw that, I was able to tear through Forms 7 and 8. 
Eventually, it led to where I am right now. 
   Through doing the program here, for the first time, I felt that 
what I learned could be applicable in life. I used to think that 
education was just about studying the major subjects (Math, 
English, Science, etc.). I changed this thought gradually as I 
was going through the program. The courses, the books and 
the projects were a combination of  learning and application. I 
really saw this at the end of  my final Form. Looking back now, 
it’s amazing to see how the application of  the data came into me 
naturally.
   I’ve had so many memorable moments during my four years 
here. My education became my life. It wasn’t just about studying. 
I enjoyed all the odds and ends of  my life at Delphian. This 
school showed me that education can be fun.

 Nikita
MANN
I gained many valuable abilities during my 
time at Delphian. I’ve grown vastly as an 
individual. 
   Starting off  in the Middle School, I had no 

idea who I really was or who I wanted to be.  I had always been 
rather worried about my future, and I would feel anxious when 
thinking about it. After doing all of  the various projects, courses, 
seminars, etc., on Forms 6 and 7, I was able to figure out what I 
wanted to do.
   Delphian has prepared me so well for life and success that I feel 
confident, no matter what I choose to do. Now, I know how able I 
am as an individual, and I am ready for my future out in the world.

 Ashton
WELLES
I am ultimately a product of  my education at 
Delphian. I saw so many changes in myself  as 
I went through the Delphi Program, it would 
be impossible to name them all, but I can put 

them all into two broad categories. I would label these categories as: 
“The ways Delphian helped me find what it was that I wanted to 
do in life,” and “The ways Delphian gave me the tools I need to go 
out and accomplish these goals.”
   On Form 8, I realized what I truly want to do in life. As I was 
reading Plato and working on my Global Outreach project, I 
realized that my goal in life is to help make the world a better place 
for everyone. 
   Delphian gave me the tools I need to go out and make this goal a 
reality. The program gave me a broad base on a variety of  subjects, 
ranging from mathematics to writing. But that is what any high 
school should give you. Delphian goes beyond this and also gives 
you the tools to learn anything else you need to know to attain your 
goals. 
   For these two things, and for everything else I’ve gained as part of  
my education here, I am very grateful to Delphian. I feel ready to 
start my life!

 Kasey
ORTHMAN
Before Delphian, I was an astronaut.
Before Delphian, I was a professional baseball 
player. Before Delphian, I was a concert 
pianist.

Before Delphian, I was five.
   Fourteen years ago, my oldest brother graduated from Delphian. 
From that point on, my goal became to graduate. It’s been a long 
journey. I started Delphian in the Lower School and continued 
through the program to completion. Throughout, I constantly 
pictured my last few weeks of  school: sleeping little, ringing the 
bells, and putting on the gown and cap.
   In Middle School, I found my life interest—film—but I also lost 
my sense of  ethics, slowed down in my academics, and no longer 
took pride in anything I did.
   On Form 7, I found a bit of  myself  again. I developed my skills 
in art with understanding instead of  rebellion. I began working 
with directors and producers on amazing projects. What I didn’t 
realize then was that I was still a student. I was stopping myself  by 
thinking I was already done.
   On Form 8, I fully ragained myself. I got help in removing the 
ideas that were keeping me from being a capable person. I became 
comfortable facing most any situation. I played Form 8 as a game, 
and I succeeded.
   The philosopher Plato said that we find beauty in the things 
that depict qualities we need in our life. For instance, a colorful 
landscape may call to a desire to live more vibrantly.  To me, 
Delphian is beautiful, in every sense of  the word.



 William 
HSU
Possessing the ability to decide for myself  
and hold strong to my integrity is the greatest 
personal quality that I gained at Delphian. In 
my short life experience, I found that falsely 

adopting public opinion without further knowledge of  such opinion 
had caused me great damage. 
   I started my first year in high school as an enthusiastic learner. 
I wanted to do well in school, and I wanted to be an intelligent 
individual. This enthusiasm, however, disappeared when I accepted 
what the majority of  my classmates at the time thought of  as a 
“good” student and a “good” friend. My class was dominated 
by students who liked to act cool and who liked to bully other 
students. Most of  my classmates disliked study and thought that 
study was for the nerds and weaklings. To be able to survive in this 
environment without being bullied, I had to adopt their philosophy. 
I tried to act cool and be mean to others so I could be the “cool” 
kid who knew everyone in the school. But inside my heart, I hated 
pretending. I had abandoned my integrity completely.
   At the moment when I yielded my integrity, I also began to 
neglect my honesty and a positive goal for my life. All I really 
cared about was getting away with things. I cared so much about 
my reputation that the importance of  my education was left alone 
in the corner of  my head. I was not being myself; I was trying to 
become the picture that my classmates were drawing. I became 
popular and had a lot of  friends, but I wasn’t happy, because in 
truth, I had no friends at all. I wasn’t being me, so nobody really 
knew who the real me was.
   The day I became myself  again was the moment when I realized 
what integrity actually is. In the Delphian School, we highly 
promote the value of  integrity in every individual. It was not an 
easy thing to wash off  all my “social” makeup and become the real 
me again. 
   In my years at Delphian, I was not forced to follow the majority. 
At this school, everyone is different. There are no “cool kids” in 
this small community. Everyone is able to express their ideas and 
opinions without being judged or bullied. I was, at first, deadly 
scared of  taking off  my mask. Slowly, with the support of  others, I 
became the real me again. I found and dusted off  the purpose of  
education that I had left behind. The fog that blocked my future 
got cleared away.
   Integrity is such an important personal quality. Without it, I was 
just a puppet of  public opinion. Without it, I would still be in that 
deep pit of  shadows trying to become the many drawings of  others. 
For this reason, I believe the education I got from Delphian is the 
best education, and the most unique one I could have hoped for. 
  I will never forget the experience I had at Delphian!

 Andrew
CHIU
It wasn’t until I came to Delphian that I realized 
what a sense of  accomplishment felt like. I have 
gone through so much during these four years, 
and I’m so happy and grateful that I’m now a 

Form 8 graduate. 
   I still remember, four years ago, when my uncle drove me up the 
hill for my first summer camp at Delphian. I thought to myself,  
“Wow, it’ll be hard for me to get down the hill.” 
   That summer camp started my Delphian career. I was invited to 
come back the following fall, which was hard for me, because I had 
to leave home for the first time. Since I studied in an international 
school back in Taiwan, the academics during my first year were easy 
for me to handle, but I missed home every day. Now that I think on 
it, I wasted my first year feeling homesick, when I could have really 
been enjoying my new life. 
   After I got onto Form 6, I started to really experience the Delphi 
Program. I wasn’t a troublemaker; I did well academically and had 
a lot of  friends. Everything was fine. However, I realized that I had 
not yet opened my heart completely to what Delphian had to give 
me. I had this bubble around me that locked me in. I was afraid of  
demonstrating my abilities, because I lacked confidence. All I was 
seeking at that time was a smooth and peaceful high school career, 
where I would be the good student and just quietly do the things I 
was supposed to do. I wasn’t really expanding myself  in any way. 
   Until I got on to Form 7, when things started to change. I became 
a student council officer and the tenor section leader in Varsity 
Choir. I did the summer internship, and I coached a volleyball team 
the following school year. At first I was afraid of  taking on these 
responsibilities; I took them on because I wanted to be the “good” 
student.
   I cannot stress enough how much I’ve grown and developed 
since then. My bubble popped, and I became more confident 
and outgoing. At Delphian, you succeed when you’re not afraid 
of  demonstrating your abilities, and so many parts of  the Delphi 
Program allowed me to do that. Most importantly, the staff  value 
every student. I really felt and appreciated that.
   Delphian has become my home. I will forever remember and 
cherish each moment of  my experience here.

 Charles
BYRNE
I started this program as a scared eleven-
year-old boy. I didn’t know anybody, and I 
called my mom at least twice a day. But the 
Delphian Program brought me up; I became 

competent and began to lose my fear. I became courageous through 
the courses that taught me to be responsible, and I began to 
develop that quality called “integrity”, which is certainly a necessity 
in this day and age. 
   But most of  all, Delphian gave me many opportunities to 
improve, to become great and to set myself  towards my ultimate 
career goal. There’s no way I could possibly give back to the school 
and this program what it has given to me. 



 Rachel
TSE
My time at Delphian has been a crazy roller-
coaster ride. I experienced many ups and 
downs, but I loved every one of  the ups along 
with the downs. Without both sides, I wouldn’t 

have been able to gain the knowledge and wisdom that I have 
today.
   Before I knew about Delphian, I was going to a public school. 
I was considered a very good student; I had a perfect grade point 
average, the teachers were always happy with me, and I never 
got into any trouble. My parents were happy with my progress in 
school because they always got good feedback from the school. 
However, one thing my progress reports always said was, “Rachel is 
too quiet; I would love to hear from her more since she’s so smart!” 
I knew I was shy, and I had never been confident, but I didn’t know 
how to get over this.
   My brother started at Delphian a year before I did. He would 
come back home on the weekends and tell me about the school. By 
the end of  the school year, I saw how much he had matured from 
just that one year at Delphian. I knew I wanted to go there, too.
   After it was official that I was transferring, I got scared. I was 
leaving my friends and going to a school where I had to live with 
strangers. I feared I was getting myself  into a big mess! But it 
turned out much better than I expected. Everyone was so friendly, 
I was able to make friends right away. I saw a Form 8 student 
graduate early in the school year, and that’s when I realized, “This 
is going to be my life for four years. I’m going to be like that 
graduate.” 
   It was a lot harder than I expected. Delphian seemed so strict, 
and the standards are always so high that I didn’t think I could 
meet them at times. There were moments when I regretted 
choosing Delphian, because in public school, I had a 4.0. At 
Delphian, I graduated with a 3.9. However, I’m so happy to have 
this 3.9. I wouldn’t have gained the skills that I have now if  I had 
gone anywhere else. Not only did I learn academically during 
course time, I learned out of  course also. 
   When you live by yourself  without your parents, you realize 
that you’ve taken their help for granted at home. From being at 
Delphian, I have gained so much self-confidence and integrity. I 
couldn’t have gotten this type of  education anywhere else and I’m 
so privileged to have been able to finish the Delphi Program. I’m 
very proud to be able to call myself  a Delphian graduate.

 Luis
DE SANTIAGO
I’m still not completely sure why I 
decided to leave the comfort of  my home 
to come study here. Somehow I made 
the right decision, even without really 

understanding what Delphian was at the time. I never have 
and never will regret my decision to come here. Delphian is 
very special to me. It changed me and made me the person I 
am today: competent and able to deal with anything that lies 
on my path. 
   I have attended three different schools in three different cities 
and two different countries, but it wasn’t until I came here that 
I really started to learn and have fun while doing so. With the 
help of  staff  members here, I was able to take full advantage 
of  what Delphian has to offer. I learned things that I never 
thought I would. I have done courses I never thought I could 
do, with the help of  my supervisors. I played soccer at the 
highest level, thanks to my coaches. The projects I did to help 
the community, improve the school, and assist other students 
taught me how to put hard work and a lot of  patience into 
things. 
   With all of  the knowledge and tools I learned at Delphian, I 
feel ready to go out to the world.

 Hannah
ABU-EIDEH
Six years ago, I came up the hill as a 
young girl. Today, I leave as a young 
woman. Without the education that 
Delphian School has given me, I might’ve 
still been stuck in “little girl” mode. 

   Through my studies at Delphian, I was able to do a summer 
internship with an important fashion designer, Rebecca 
Minkoff. I lived alone in New York and worked eight to twelve 
hours a day. I was in the real business world. Most people were 
shocked to know I was only seventeen at the time because 
of  the way I presented myself  and communicated. I learned 
these tools at Delphian, and I was happy to put them into use. 
Although after the internship I realized that fashion might 
not be the career for me, I gained skills that I couldn’t gain 
anywhere else.
   My senior year was the best experience of  my life. The bond 
I have with my class brought me true happiness. I will never 
forget the people that were a part of  this class, because we all 
had to “grow up” during this time period. We all stepped it up 
and became leaders of  the school. We were able to conquer the 
barriers that came our way. 
  Now, with the Delphian education that I have, I am ready to 
spread my wings and fly off  to college. I know that I will do 
well with the tools that I’ve gained here. 
   Thank you, Delphian School, for the most precious 
experience. 



 Leo
HSIEH
My whole Delphian journey has transformed 
me from a boy who didn’t really care 
about anything to a man who cares about 
everything around him. 

   I cannot stress how many things I gained during my journey 
through Delphian. I know that all of  these will help me in the 
future in many different ways. It’s not just the knowledge I 
gained; it’s also the leadership, ethics and integrity skills I now 
possess. 
   There were many times that I thought of  giving up and 
switching to a different school, but many friends and staff  
members helped me get through those difficult moments and 
solve the problems that made me worry if  I could make it. 
   I know I still have many things to work on, but one thing 
is certain: all of  the tools I gained at Delphian will help me 
accomplish my dreams.

 Aine
SERRANO
It happens in a whirlwind. They announce 
you are a Delphian Graduate, and you 
know you are. 

                              When I started at Delphian, I knew right 
away that I wanted to be a graduate. I knew I had to gain those 
skills. But I was wrong in my thinking- I already had those skills. 
I was always a Delphian graduate; I just needed some help to 
release my ability. I did projects, courses, student council, read 
books, and became me in this process. 
   Every single person I have encountered in the past four years at 
Delphian has, little by little, helped me find myself. My journey 
has been beautiful, and I wouldn’t trade it for anything in the 
universe. 
   I am ready for the world today. I hope the world is ready for me. 

 

Violet
TRAMMEL
My journey at Delphian has been amaz-
ing. I started here on Beginner One when 
I was five years old. I didn’t know what 
to expect, but I had a feeling that I was 

going to love this place. For much of  my life, I went through the 
program learning new academic and living skills, loving every 
minute of  it. 
   It wasn’t until I got into Upper School that I discovered my 
biggest weakness: I realized that I wasn’t connecting with people 
the way I wanted to. Sure, I considered most people my friends, 
but I didn’t feel the love and compassion other people 
experienced. At that time, I decided that I just wasn’t able to 
make those connections; I decided I was too different from 
everyone else. This caused me to push people away from me 
and individuate from my group. 
   I coped with this weakness for several years, focusing on my 
studies to keep my mind off of  it. Then on Form 8, I did the 
Religion Course, and it changed the way I think of  people. 
While reading Siddhartha, I realized that it doesn’t matter what 
your personality is like, or what you wear, or how you talk; those 
things don’t define our relationships. I realized that we all have 
a spirit of  humanity. We are all part of  the human race, and 
that is the common denominator in all of  us. Now I don’t care 
whether or not people have a trendy bag or the popular haircut. 
I love people because they are part of  my race, the human race. 
   I thank Delphian for helping me realize this important lesson. 
I’ll never forget my beautiful experience here. 

 Jeannette
YEN
The Delphi Program is truly beautiful. 
Though it seems as if  there are only courses, 
books, projects, seminars, etc., it is not until 
Form 8 that you realize everything you did 

changed you a bit somehow. A book may have changed your 
thoughts about the world; a course may have inspired you to think 
of  the subject as a career; a project may have improved your 
leadership or communication skills. 
   Then on Form 8, something magical happens. All that you have 
learned suddenly feels like a gift to yourself, and Form 8 is the last 
beautiful ribbon that ties everything together. 
   This journey has been truly exciting. I’ve been through storms, 
and I’ve traveled cloudy days, yet eventually the clouds part and 
the storm goes away. All that is left is a beautiful view and a bright 
future ahead.

Michelle
MUSOKE
My Delphian journey was amazing!
   I had the chance to improve myself, 
establish amazing moral expectations of  
myself, experience life from different points 

of  view, elevate my mind, and transcend any and every barrier 
in my way.
   All of  this I accomplished with my own initiative, work ethic, 
and a great support system behind me.
   I discovered my passions- health & medicine, dance, and 
music production- and I was graciously given the golden 
opportunity to pursue them here.
   I want to thank the staff  here at Delphian, my family, and my 



Arthur
CHANG
 Today marks the end of  the ninth year of  my 
Delphian career. When I first came here, I was 
a ten year old kid who just wanted to escape 
from the education system in Taiwan. But in 

these nine years, I have been given opportunities, experiences and 
responsibilities that no other high school in the world that I know 
of  could offer to a student. 
      Through holding positions of  responsibility, such as managing 
the business of  the Rec room or doing practical activities in the 
service of  others, I have acquired skills that I never dreamed of  
having: I’ve learned how to be a leader, how to talk in front of  a 
group of  people, how to keep and apply ethics to my life, even at 
the darkest hour. 
      While on my Form 8 exam, I looked back through my years at 
the school from a new angle. I saw everything I did or did not do 
as dots scattered throughout my life. When I looked at those dots 
individually, they had little significance, but when I looked back and 
connected all those dots together, they formed an incrdible picture.
      The Delphi Program helped me realize what I want to to 
do and what I need to do to get where I want to be. It is a truly 
wonderful program.

 Daniel
DE LIONIBUS
My Delphian experience has been incredible. 
I never imagined that I was capable of  so 
much change in such a short amount of  time. 
This program has pushed me to be the best 

that I can be. It brought to the surface an inner ambition that I had 
suppressed, and I feel more capable now than I have for the last 
five years of  my life. I have also attained and come to understand 
the four points of  the Delphian logo: knowledge, ethics, integrity, 
and leadership. During my time at Delphian, these points gradually 
influenced me until I was able to recognize and apply each one 
to my life. I am so grateful for the feeling of  confidence that I’ve 
gained by completing this program. 
   One of  my favorite aspects of  the Delphi Program is the way 
students study here. Compared to public high school, I like this 
system so much better. Instead of  moving along with a class, 
I was able to study at my own pace. I was able to personalize 
my education and took elective courses that I thought would be 
useful to my future. This allowed for an incredible education that 
is unique to me. From the courses and the literature program, I 
learned subjects I will need to succeed in life. The Delphi Program 
has expanded my knowledge of  the world, and from it I’ve gained 
new perspectives about the major issues affecting people today. 
   The entire Delphian environment has helped to shape me as a 
person. I have had the opportunity to experience new things that I 
never would have done otherwise. Through the soccer team, dorm 
life, and close relationships built between friends and staff, I have 
become a more open person than when I first arrived to this school. 
I have explored areas that I have interest in through apprenticeships 
and internships, and this has helped me plan for my future. 
   All of  these experiences have given me the chance to find myself  
and set the goals that I want to achieve. I am leaving Delphian 
confident about the knowledge I have gained and ready to take the 
next step in my life. 

 Paul
LIU
By finishing the Delphi Program, I have 
achieved a feat—perhaps not of  the 
extraordinary, but certainly not just ordinary. 
   The four years I spent at Delphian were well 

worth my time and effort, and a much better choice for me than if  
I’d stayed in Taiwan. 
   I stand as a knowledgeable person with a sense of  responsibility 
and integrity. I know all of  the skills and technologies I learned at 
Delphian are going to help me succeed in everything I do: study 
technology, communication skills, leadership, logic, ethics, public 
speaking, etc. I went from feeling and acting like a mindless robot 
to someone who can reason and act as a competent and confident 
person; someone who can think for himself  and be an effective 
leader.

 
McKenna
SWANBERG
Six years ago, I came to Delphian School 
scared, shy and afraid of  the dark.  
   Prior to coming here, I had created this 
darkness that left me feeling alone and 

mute.  I would not allow myself  to move beyond the comfort of  
three friends with whom I felt stable, but who would make fun 
of  me on a regular basis. There was this caste of  students and a 
ring leader who would play games at the expense of  the younger 
students, and I would not let myself  do anything about it, even 
though I knew it was wrong.   
   Coming to Delphian, I realized that I could not live like that, 
because living like that meant standing and waving while I 
watched my entire life go by. The Delphi Program and the many 
experiences here helped me to develop an unshakable sense of  
courage. 
   Early in my Delphian education, I gained the tools I needed 
to be effective as a student. It was all at my fingertips, but I still 
lacked the courage and willingness to consistently use those 
tools. Now I’m proud to declare that I will use everything I 
learned here, and that’s a beautiful thing.
   Staff  sometimes ask students how we think Delphian could 
be improved. My answer is always the same whenever I hear 
this question: everything is spectacular, and I wouldn’t change a 
thing. All the change that needed to happen was in me.



Chen
LI
Five years ago, there was a fourteen-year-old 
girl who didn’t know anything thing about 
America; who could not speak any English; 
who cried over every problem she had; who 

wanted to go somewhere free and peaceful but never thought 
about changing herself  or her environment. She created her own 
world and put it in a bubble. She had imaginary friends and would 
only open her heart to them. She tried to be the person that other 
people liked, but she never liked herself.  
     Five years later, here stands a nineteen-year-old young lady 
who has integrity; who will fight for her passions and loves; who 
understands what leadership is; and who will make efforts to 
change her environment instead of  letting others push her around. 
    I was once that helpless girl, but now I’m a powerful human 
being. Delphian helped me shape myself. I became a person I never 
thought I could become. I found out that I always had love in my 
heart, but I was afraid to show it. 
    Thank you, Delphian. Thank you, my family, and thank you, 
everyone. 

 Katherine
ZAMORA
Back in Mexico, I would go to school 
to spend time with my friends, and to 
memorize a bunch of  data so I could 
pass a test. I just wanted to get out of  

school everyday so I could do what I was actually interested in 
doing. I couldn’t move quickly in my studies, because all of  us 
had to move at the same rate, and if  one fell behind it was his 
responsibility to figure out how to catch up with the rest. 
   At Delphian, things were different. I learned how to work 
by myself  and to study at my own rate. I did not have to 
memorize data to pass a test, but actually learned the data for 
the purpose of  applying it in my life. 
   Delphian was like another world for me. All the areas that 
complement my life improved, thanks to this program. I 
realized that nothing is impossible, and that I am capable of  
doing anything I want to do. The only barrier to my goals is 
me. I make my own barriers, and I am the only one who can 
find a way to get through them.  
   When I look at myself  now, I’m happy that I made the 
correct choice to come to Delphian. I am happy with the 
person I am, and I’m ready to use all of  the tools that 
Delphian gave me to have a better life. I know what I want, 
and I know that nothing can stop me except myself, and that 
will not happen! 

 Vicky
YEN
Out of  all of  the schools available to 
me in the world, I found and chose 
Delphian, and that was the best choice 
I have ever made. What Delphian 

has taught me through its unique and magical program is 
incomparable. 
   During these five years of  adventure at Delphian, I learned 
so much more than I expected to learn. The books I read 
and the essays I wrote helped me gain insights into different 
situations and develop my thoughts further. Through the 
projects and courses I did, I learned the keys to a successful 
education, as well as ethics, logic skills and much more. The 
activities and groups I was involved in raised my responsibility, 
capability, and integrity to levels I never dreamed of, because 
I never comprehended these concepts before attending 
Delphian. 
   Lastly, being involved with the student body and being given 
personal attention by every staff  member were truly amazing 
experiences. No one gives up on you here, even when you’ve 
given up on yourself. Being able to contribute myself  to these 
groups felt even better. It gave me a wonderful sensation of, 
“Yes, I really am a part of  these amazing groups!”
   My experience at Delphian has changed me into a young 
woman who finally understands her true self. I know there are 
still many things that I don’t know, but I know that Delphian 
has prepared me well to face them. I am ready to take the 
next step forward and continue my adventures in this world 
of  bright unknowns. 

 Bailey
PRIOR
I experienced many challenges while 
studying on the Delphi Program.
    Throughout my life as a student, 
I often lacked confidence in myself  

and my abilities. At the beginning of  this year, I felt a lot 
of  pressure from others to graduate, but I didn’t feel the 
same pressure from myself. It wasn’t until near the end of  
my form that I realized I need to finish not for all of  these 
people that are counting on me, but for myself, because 
this is my program, and it is what I make of  it. 
   Through passing and even occasionally failing projects, 
I learned the importance of  high standards and getting 
a good product. Through many conversations with my 
supervisor, I realized that I am actually a pretty smart girl.  
   Once I had that confidence, I started to fly through my 
academics and even do math (my least favorite subject) 
in half  of  the time. This year is when I realized how 
extremely capable a person I am. 



 Terry
HU
Before I came to Delphian, I was a 
student who would cheat on tests, 
who cared only about getting a good 
grade, and who would always fall 

asleep in class. That was the way I handled my education; 
I had no purpose for learning whatsoever. However, all of  
this changed after I came to Delphian.
   Delphian has an incredible atmosphere, which I noticed 
the very first day I stepped onto the campus. Everything 
seemed magical, yet it all seemed real to me at the same 
time. I saw a beam of  light in front of  me that gave me 
hope for my education. It was the first time I felt there 
could be a place that can educate me in an effective way. I 
instantly fell in love with the natural beauty of  the campus 
and Delphian’s caring staff. 
   Delphian granted me so much freedom that I couldn’t 
handle it at first. I would misuse all the freedoms I was 
given; I wouldn’t put any extra study time in during my 
leisure time. I hit lots of  obstacles during my Delphian 
career, but I prevailed over all of  them. 
  On Form 7 & 8, I really found out who I am and what 
I’m truly passionate about doing in the future. I found 
different internships and job-shadowing opportunities for 
my career path. I became a person who wasn’t scared of  
interacting with others. I became more capable of  knowing 
what I can accomplish. I became a person who isn’t afraid 
of  leading a group. Looking back on what I did on those 
two Forms, I feel great about all of  the tasks I carried out. 
Those are things I would never have accomplished without 
doing the entire Delphi Program.
   My education has reached a climax now in this chapter 
of  my life. I believe there’s no place other than Delphian 
that could’ve provided such a great education to me. I 
cherish every moment I’ve spent here. I’m so thankful for 
what this program has shaped me to become: a capable 
individual. 
  I will truly miss this place.

 Miles 
DRAZKOWSKI
Delphian, for five long years I’ve been with 
you now on this roller coaster. From the 
highest highs to the lowest lows, you stuck 
with me. 

  You taught me so much. Math, science, English, literature and 
history are only a small part of  what I’ve learned. You’ve been my 
counselor, my mentor. You have guided me with a gentle, unseen 
hand through the period we call adolescence. You helped me grow. 
You helped me build. You were my friend.
   Through thick and thin, you stuck with me. Even when I didn’t 
believe in myself, you did. You showed me life and expected me to 
handle it. The only thing is, you showed me how. You taught me 
what it means to be me. You knew exactly what to do to make me 
realize my potential. You opened me up. 
   You showed me what it means to stick up for myself. You showed 
me how to believe in something. The only thing you didn’t do 
was let me give up. You required me to have drive, to learn fervor. 
Your motivation was neverending. Yet, you never made me blindly 
accept. I was always told to question. Your gift has been my curse, 
but never was there a curse I wanted more. I have a thirst for 
knowledge. To err is human, but to get support is Delphian. 
  You taught me to love people, to recognize the beauty in everyone. 
You showed me how valuable capable people are, and you taught 
me to cherish that. You showed me the happiness and production 
that can be gained from those around you. When it came to the 
group, you showed me there’s no substitute for hard work. 
  So Delphian, why do I say these things? Because I love what 
you are and what you have made me. Merely thanking you isn’t 
enough. I am part of  you now, and leaving you will be hard. But it’s 
okay. You taught me that, too. I am strong and able. I am confident 
and passionate. I am competent. I am a Delphian graduate.

 Morgan
ALLARD
Like many of  my fellow graduates, I have 
experienced profound changes during my 
time at Delphian.

   Granted, I still struggle to give or receive a 
compliment; I’m still scared about my future and where it will go; 
and I still am not an unstoppable force. 
   Throughout my time at Delphian, however, I have been on the 
Varsity soccer team, where I learned what it meant to feel proud to 
have given every inch of  strength to my friends towards a common 
goal. I’ve learned what it meant to practice twelve different songs 
between Varsity Choir, Jazz Choir, Friday Night Performances, and 
Play practice. I’ve learned what it means to really have a friend, to 
really trust someone. I’ve learned how to be a good person. 
   And, most importantly—something that I have had for a long 
time—I’ve learned how to be happy and proud of  who I am.

To watch Commencement, 
scan the QR code or visit

www.delphian.org/commencementvideo



Thank You,     Rosemary!
As announced last winter, our beloved Headmistress will be retiring in August 2015. While we are 

all excited to welcome our new Head of  School, Trevor Ott, the Delphian community couldn’t let 
Rosemary go without a spectacular sendoff. 

   Anyone who knows our Headmistress will surely have observed her amazing care for the school and her 
desire to ensure Delphian’s continued expansion and establishment through Development-driven fundraising 
projects. We thought the best send-off we could give to Rosemary would be to fully fund her current 

Thank You,     Rosemary!
Development project: a running track inside our newly renovated gym.
   The entire Delphian community rallied around this cause, and in a few months time, our loyal parents, families 
and supporters donated over $157,000 to secure all of  the funding needed to construct the running track!
   Delphian is so grateful to all of  our supporters for helping give our retiring Headmistress a truly grand 
sendoff, while at the same time helping the school achieve the next vital step in our capital fundraising 
campaign for gym upgrades and renovation. Thank you all!




