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“Data is something one uses to think with. It isn’t thinking. 
And when the data becomes a substitute for thinking we 
have frozen the whole forward progress of education.”

      L. Ron Hubbard

ABOVE: Delphian’s competitive cheer team performing at a varsity basketball game. 

COVER: Rachel Tse with a student at a Buddhist monastery in Nepal. 
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I    want to share with you an excerpt from an essay written 
by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. while he was attending 
Morehouse College in the 1940’s:

   “Education must also train one for quick, resolute and effective 
thinking. To think incisively and to think for oneself  is very difficult. We 
are prone to let our mental life become invaded by legions of  half-truths, 
prejudices, and propaganda. 
   “At this point, I often wonder whether or not education is fulfilling its 
purpose. A great majority of  the so-called educated people do not think 
logically and scientifically. Even the press, the classroom, the platform, 
and the pulpit in many instances do not give us objective and unbiased 
truths. 
 “To save man from the morass of  propaganda, in my opinion, is 
one of  the chief  aims of  education. Education must enable one to sift 
and weigh evidence, to discern the true from the false, the real from the 
unreal, and the facts from the fiction.”  
   I doubt any of  us can honestly say we harbor no 
prejudices, no biased opinions, no unexamined information.  
   Prejudice can take many forms. You could be prejudiced 
against a subject you haven’t even studied because of  
someone else’s opinion. You could be biased against people 
because of  the way they dress, eat or speak. On almost any 
subject, you could have pre-conceived ideas.  
   Here’s an example from my life: My grandparents started 
out fairly poor, but they thought that taking money from 
anyone—the government or otherwise—was the worst thing 
possible. The idea that got passed down to me was, “If  you 
work hard, you can be successful.” So when I found out 
that right here in Yamhill County there were over twelve 
hundred homeless people, about 60% of  them adults, I 
couldn’t think with that: none of  them had worked hard?
   How do you sort these things out? I don’t think people 
want to be illogical or prejudiced—I certainly didn’t.
   Honestly, with Study Technology, you have gold in your 
hands, because Study Technology gives you the tools to 
reach valid conclusions. 

Mr. Hubbard says this:  
   “A student can acquire judgment with regard to some subject or datum 
through these two steps:
   a) Duplication
   b) Understanding       
   It doesn’t work the other way around, with understanding before 
duplication. A person has to move through duplication of  the data to 
an understanding of  the data. And with that understanding of  the data 
he has the final step, which is his own realization of  the existence of  
the data. This is the ability to realize and to perceive. This is where 
judgment comes in.” 
   Duplication, understanding, judgment. In my literature 
seminar on David Copperfield, we use this sequence to help us 
through tough passages: first duplicating what’s actually on the 
page—what does it say? We clear the words. We talk about 
what Dickens could have meant by that passage. We work it 
over for understanding. Moving through this sequence, students 
are then able to come up with sensible conclusions–judgment.
   To sort out my own prejudice on the homeless, I had to 
start by looking up the accepted definition and duplicating 
what it meant. If  someone was sleeping on a friend’s couch, 
was that ‘homeless’ or did you have to be living on the 
streets? I participated in a yearly survey of  the homeless 
and talked to many homeless people myself. I started 
understanding more about the subject.  
   I’m not up to the point of  judgment yet, but my earlier 
prejudiced viewpoint is no longer blocking rational thought 
in this area for me. This is what Dr. King thought was the 
chief  aim of  education: enabling man to reason, to have 
judgment.
   This is important, because the world is in great need 
of  truly educated people. You will be the journalists, the 
teachers, the preachers, the leaders that Dr. King writes 
about. We are counting on each one of  you to do your part 
to sift through the facts, and discern and support those truths 
that will help us all lead better lives.
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SENIOR
Meet a

Terry Hu

At the core of  Delphian’s philosophy is the desire to put 
students in control of  their educations and their lives, and 
to help them realize that both are theirs to create. Delphian 

senior, Terry Hu, took this to heart, both in how he approached his 
academic program this year and in pursuing his goals and career 
interest to become a commercial airline pilot.
   “Having the intention to do things is so important to actually 
getting them done,” Terry said. “Earlier this year, I wasn’t sure if  I 
would be able to graduate. I was behind target and feeling like my 
future was uncertain, but as I moved through the year, my mentality 
shifted. I saw that all of  these things needed to happen, and that 
making them happen was up to me. So I went all in. I studied so 
much on my own—more than I ever had before—because I wanted 
to. The fourth floor course room became my second home.”
   This commitment permeated Terry’s attitude toward many 
areas of  his Delphian life. Through his own efforts, he found an 
internship at Evergreen Air and Space Museum, where he spent a 
week with F4 and commercial airline pilots (thirty in all), learning 
about different aspects of  the industry. Not only was he able to 
interview and interact with the pilots, but also they spent time with 
him inside the planes, explaining the avionics and speaking about 
their experiences. “There are many careers in aviation,” Terry said. 
“This internship gave me a really broad view of  the field and which 
path I want to follow. Plus, having made these personal connections 
to others in my field could really help me in the future.”
   Also as part of  his senior program, Terry worked with an 
educational aviation agent in Taiwan, helping to place students 
interested in pursuing careers in aviation into schools that are a 
good fit for them. “This opportunity really improved my listening 
and communication skills,” Terry said. “America has a lot of  
aviation schools. I needed to understand what each school offered 

and determine if  the people I was interviewing would be a good fit. 
I had to figure out the right questions to ask.”
   Terry’s commitment also led him to excel academically. This 
March, Salem, Oregon’s Statesman Journal selected Terry as a 2015 
Academic All-Star and honored him for his academic excellence 
and community outreach activities at their annual gala.
   Terry’s commitment to accomplishing his goals manifested in the 
co-curricular area as well. As this year’s junior varsity basketball 
coach, Terry led all of  the practices and games, and researched 
and planned the team’s strategies and plays. “Part of  a coach’s 
role is strategizing the game based on the players’ strengths and 
weaknesses. I had to do my own research and figure out what 
offensive and defensive styles and strategies would work best for my 
team. Then I had to actually communicate those plays to the team 
in a way they could understand and use them on the court.”
   Early in the season, this presented challenges for coach and 
players. “At first it was hard, because my public speaking skills 
were bad,” Terry said. “I would blurt out all the things I wanted 
to tell my players. They would get confused. Through the season, 
I improved my skills as a coach and learned how to better 
communicate all the things I wanted to cover. They got a lot 
better, and I got better at leading them.” Under Terry’s leadership, 
the team won sixty percent of  their games, a strong showing for 
relatively new players.
   In summarizing his senior year, Terry said, “I can’t say there’s just 
one thing that’s most valuable to me. It’s just…all of  it. I’ve gained 
so much: self-discipline, leadership, communication with everything 
around me—especially my parents. 
   “Once I committed myself  to graduating, things really changed 
for me. Everything in my life feels aligned now. It’s pretty incredible 
to experience.”



SENIOR

HUMAN RIGHTS

Alumni
NEWS

Courtney Le Vasseur (‘91) (above) 
graduated from University of  St. 
Augustine in April with a Master of  
Occupational Therapy degree. 
Daniel Lopez (‘07) graduated Law 
School last May, passed the Texas 
Bar exam in November and is now 
an Assistant District Attorney for the 
Cameron County District Attorney’s 
Office located in Brownsville, Texas.
Colleen Culpepper (‘07) graduated 
from Lamar University with a 
bachelors degree in Industrial 
Engineering.
Winston McDaniel (‘11) graduated 
magna cume laude from the University 
of  Alabama with a Bachelor’s of  Arts 
with a major in Advertising and minor 
in Theater and Creative Writing. He 
has worked on marketing campaigns 
for Fox Sports U and Mary Kay, as 
well as student work for the National 
Guard, IGN.com and others.
Kyle Marvin (‘04) and Sam 
Kretchmar (‘04) recently produced 
several films with their production 
studio, Unbundled Underground. 
Keep In Touch won Best Feature Length 
Drama at the Chicago International 
Music and Movie Festival, as well 
as at the Beverly Hills Film Festival. 
Babysitter, featuring music by alunmus 
Josh Grondin, played three times at 
South by Southwest Music and Film 
Festival in Austin, Texas.
Ryan Boles graduated with Honors 
from the University of  Nevada, 
Reno with a degree in Chemical 
Engineering.

Educating youth about 

Alumna Laurien Emrani

Delphian graduate Laurien Emrani has a passion for helping others, but 
especially for helping others become more able to help themselves. As an 
ambassador for Youth for Human Rights International, Laurien helps educate 

young people about their human rights and inspires them to become advocates for 
tolerance and peace.
   Whether working at the Youth for Human Rights 11th Annual International Summit 
in Belgium, communicating with embassies, dignitaries, and VIPs to coordinate the 
event, or lecturing in Taiwanese schools and universities, Laurien has personally 
educated more than 3,000 people on their human rights and helped to raise awareness 
of  the United Nations’ Universal Declaration of  Human Rights around the world.
   This April, Laurien was recognized for her work with a gold Presidential Volunteer 
Service Award at a ceremony held in Washington, D.C. When asked about her work, 
Laurien said, “My Delphian education made me a conscious, caring and passionate 
individual. I attribute much of  my drive and energy to educate others on their human 
rights to the skills I learned at Delphian. It was, in fact, at Delphian that I truly began 
to understand the importance of  human rights and what happens when people are 
unaware of  them.
   “Without the knowledge of  their rights, people can be continuously and ruthlessly 
violated. Empowerment of  people, societies, cultures and even governments can be 
accomplished if  all the people of  the world respect one another as human beings with 
inherent rights. Every time I teach one person their human rights, I know we are one 
step closer to a more compassionate and understanding world.”



For their outreach projects this year, our seniors chose to 
work with an organization called Love Volunteers. This 
nonprofit group helps local communities in developing 

countries by organizing volunteers to come and teach English, 
help with restoration projects or other service activities.
   For their outreach project, Rachel Tse, Aine Serrano and 
Nikita Mann traveled to Nepal to teach English to monks aged 
nine through thirteen at a Buddhist monastery.
   “I wanted to help mankind on a broader scale,” Nikita 
said of  her reasons for choosing Nepal. “I had done lots of  
volunteering, but only in my local area. I wanted to expand 
my reach.” Aine adds, “I looked at the program through Love 
Volunteers, and I thought we could help the monks and also get 
a better understanding of  their culture and their religion at the 
same time.”
   All three girls shared a room in the monastery and lived 
according to the monk’s ascetic lifestyle, a very different 
experience from what they were used to.
   “I’d never been to a country so underdeveloped,” Nikita said. 
“I had experienced poverty on my trips to India, but I’d never 
seen anything like this before.”
   As an example of  the poverty the girls experienced, to save 
on costs, the Nepalese government shuts down power to the 

entire country at prescheduled times. Because the monastery’s 
resources were limited, they would lose power sporadically 
throughout the day. “We only had hot water if  it was sunny,” 
Rachel said. “I’m not sure why.” Aine added, “It was definitely 
a culture shock.”
   “I think just overall we had a lot to confront,” Rachel said. 
“Not just in the way they lived, but even just in trying to 
understand the monastery rules and what was expected of  us. 
The monks obviously didn’t have Study Technology to teach us, 
and there were a lot of  situations we just had to confront and 
push through. I’m really glad I had the tools and skills I learned 
at Delphian to help me.”
   During their two-week stay, the girls’ primary responsibility 
involved teaching the younger monks for three or more hours 
each day. They focused on English, some geography, and 
played songs and games. Because Nikita spoke Hindi and could 
communicate with a larger group of  the children, she also 
taught them from the moral code booklet, How to Make Good 
Choices, shared stories of  her life and culture, and taught some 
basic tenets of  communication that she’d learned at Delphian.  
   While they didn’t teach Study Technology to the monks, the 
girls did depend on their understanding of  the study method 
during their instruction. “The monks knew very little English,” 
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Rachel Tse in Nepal



Seniors travel overseas to 
put their education to use

Rachel explained, “so we were careful not to say a lot of  words 
they didn’t know. Applying Study Technology to our classes 
really helped us ensure the monks understood what we were 
teaching them.”
   When they weren’t teaching, the girls were able to learn about 
the Buddhist philosophy. “We asked the senior monk if  we could 
attend one of  his classes,” Rachel explained. “He set aside time 
specifically to teach us about Buddhism and their basic beliefs. 
That was special to me, but I think it was even more meaningful 
to see first-hand how they put their beliefs into practice. They 
lived them every day.”
   Aine said, “Before this trip, I would ask myself, why would 
someone want to be a monk and live all their life in a monastery 
and be vegetarian and give up so much? But going there, we saw 
these kids, and they’re probably the happiest kids I’ve ever seen. 
They have so much less even than poor children in America 
have. Yet they were always willing to share, willing to help—so 
willing to do anything.”
   “They try to stay away from materialistic things,” Rachel 
explained, in speaking of  the monks. “They try to live by the 
idea that you don’t have to have things to be happy. They were 
all really peaceful and happy all the time, even though their 
living conditions were poor. Having this guiding philosophy 
certainly seemed to help them enjoy their lives.”
   “In America, our lives are very focused on material things,” 
Aine said, “but their lives are so spiritual. They were all between 
the ages of  nine and thirteen, and they’re already focused on 
their spirituality. I think that’s beautiful.”
   “We were able to help them and really create an impact in 
their lives,” Nikita said. “I think everyone should be able to 
experience that.”
   “I value life more now,” Aine concluded. “I value what I have.”

•

For her senior outreach project, Hanna Abu-eideh traveled 
to Peru to help impoverished children between the ages of  
four and thirteen. The local police in Cuzco provided the 

facility where Hannah taught the children English as part of  an 
after-school program. She also played games with them, sang 
with them, and tried to do little things to improve their happiness 
in their day-to-day lives, such as buying ice cream or French fries 
for them after school. Hannah said, “These children had so little, 
you could just give them a pencil and they were like American 
kids on Christmas morning.”
   The Peruvian government provides uniforms for the children 
attending school, so Hannah didn’t immediately realize the level 
of  poverty the children were living in. She said, “It didn’t really 
hit me at first, but then I’d see their parents trying to make a 
living at street-selling, I’d sometimes see the kids selling, too—I’d 
sometimes even see them sleeping on the streets—and the 
extreme level of  their poverty became terribly real to me.”
   The after-school program Hannah volunteered with gave these 
children somewhere to go; many of  them didn’t have homes to 
return to once school was done for the day. “Seeing how happy 
the children were to be helped, and how much they appreciated 
the volunteers, really impacted me,” Hannah said. “Every day 
they would pray for us and sing to us as part of  their exchange to 
those who were helping them.
   “I was able to apply much of  what I’ve learned here at 
Delphian to help me work well with the children and the people 
in charge of  the program,” Hannah said. “Communication, 
manners, confront, study tools—they were all so valuable. When 
I saw the children having trouble with their homework, I was 
able to understand the underlying causes and help them resolve 
those problems.”
   In concluding her experience in Peru, Hannah said, “Being 
able to see the effect I could have on those children, and seeing 
the change I could make in their lives—even if  only a small 
one—is something I will always keep with me.” 

Read more about senior outreach projects in the digital edition of  
The Delphian.

Nikita Mann in Nepal



Every year, business seminar students are given an opportunity 
to participate in the ten-day Business Seminar Field Trip, run 
by Delphian’s Assistant Headmaster Mark Siegel, where they 

visit various businesses on the East or West Coast and meet a wide 
range of  professionals across a number of  industries. 
   This trip is quite a production. Students prepare for months, 
informing themselves about the businesses they’ll be visiting, 
learning the jobs they’ll each be doing to keep the trip running 
smoothly, and writing practice thank-you letters.
   This year, once everything had been packed, written, scheduled 
and studied, thirty-five students and three faculty members left the 
school in the early hours of  the morning to catch a plane to Boston, 
Massachusetts. 
   We had a blast exploring the different avenues of  professional life 
in Boston. Thinking back on the Boston leg of  our trip, we had to 
have a blast in order to get through the piles of  snow!
   We started at Boston University Medical Center, meeting with 
Delphian parent, physician and assistant professor, Dr. Shelia 
Chapman. She and several of  her associates offered inspiring advice, 
but their caution to “Never grow up” (by which they meant to never 
lose your enthusiasm for life and new things), really stuck with me. 
They also talked about the importance of  doing what you love as 
your career. In fact, everyone we talked with on the entire trip loved 
what they did!
   Form 6 student, Joyee Li, said, “My biggest win from this trip 
was seeing how you need to follow your heart and do what you 
love to do. Even though you might not end up doing exactly what 
you planned, by pursuing your dream you can apply yourself  
towards achieving your goals, even if  your path takes you in other 
directions.”
   At the investment firm of  Thomas H. Lee Partners, we met Scott 
Spurling, who explained how his firm invests in businesses they 
grow and sell at a profit. They currently own businesses such as 
1-800-Contacts and Party City, and they’ve grown and sold many 
others, including Snapple and Dunkin’ Donuts.  
   We visited several colleges while in Boston, including Harvard 

and Boston Universities, MIT Media Lab, and Berklee College 
of  Music. At Harvard, we enjoyed an extended campus tour 
and met with alumna Kathryn Leach, a librarian in the Harry 
Elkins Widner Memorial Library who acquires western language 
literature. We learned about top-tier education and how to get into 
your dream college (with a lot of  hard work!) 
   Alumnus and professional cinematographer, Patrick Ryan, guided 
us through Zero FX, Soundtrack Productions and Finish Post 
Productions, where we learned about the creation of  sound effects, 
voice-over recordings, visual effects, and the work that goes into 
putting films and videos into final form.
   In New York City, we visited with Jeffrey Bruce at First Republic 
Bank. More interesting even than learning about First Republic’s 
unique and successful investment banking business was hearing Mr. 
Bruce and others share their career paths from college into their 
current positions, and seeing the fluidity and change in their careers. 
One of  Mr. Bruce’s associates majored in art, worked at an art 
auction house, got her MBA and then joined First Republic Bank. 
   I realized that careers aren’t always linear and can take 
unexpected turns for the better. This surprised many of  us, because 
our families and friends are often asking about our careers as 
though we have to have our plans set in concrete. It turns out that 
it is great to have a plan, but it might be even better to be flexible as 
opportunities arise and interests shift.
   Form 7 student, Ciel Yukami, said that she heard over and 
over that she should do what she loves, and now she understands 
why. “Every person we met with loved what they did,” Ciel said. 
“Even when they didn’t say this outright, I saw it in the way they 
presented their businesses and talked about their lives. I learned 
that people can completely change careers in the middle of  their 
life and still be happy and successful. A woman who started in 
the field of  chemistry now has a sales career at Madison Square 
Garden and she loves it! This really changed my viewpoint. Not 
everyone ends up where they think they will end up.”  
   Delphian senior, Ashton Welles, said, “I’ve been in Mark’s 
business seminar for three years and have learned a lot about 
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Avenue Capital

Article by Delphian Form 6 student Allison Wallace

Boston & New York



BUSINESS TRIP 2015

different business principles, but going out into the world and seeing professionals using these 
principles in real life—which I had only really seen in a classroom before—was incredibly 
valuable.”
   In addition to well-established businesses, we visited startup companies in various stages of  
development and shared in their excitement about their new ventures. Noodle Founder John 
Katzman talked about college and higher learning and his goals to make his website the premier 
source of  information about all forms of  education, from pre-school to law school. We came away 
from his talk with a greater understanding of  how much work it takes to make your dream into 
a reality. Artsy CEO Carter Cleveland spoke of  his vision to share great art with the world, and 
explained how his vision drives his company.
   At both Artsy and Noodle, we noticed how their approach and ways of  doing things were 
different from other traditional businesses we’d visited; Artsy employees have no set schedule, no 
dress code, and no workstations. Just imagining these astounding freedoms made us think about 
how we might run our own businesses someday. We saw first-hand how successful start-ups can 
grow from a small group into a large company, and how much work, time and commitment is 
involved in very competitive industries.  
   Later, when we visited Joshua Kushnor, CEO of  Thrive Capital, we learned they had invested in 
companies such as Artsy, which we had just visited.  
   Form 7 student, Maggie Wu, loved how many people she met on the trip. “These are people I 
would never get to meet with or talk to in my life. I feel lucky to have been able to learn from them, 
and to see how passion and dreams can take you a long way. I learned that successful people are 
the unique ones who stand out, and that being yourself  is the best way to be successful.”
   The agents at Writers House in New York educated us on the life of  a literary agent. Later, at 
Thompson Reuters News Service, we had great discussions with Dan Colarusso and Chris Kaufman 
about the vital role of  journalism, accurate reporting and the media-bias that affects us all.  
   Visiting YouTube’s new state-of-the art offices and studios was another big hit with the group. 
Gwyn Welles spoke interestingly about working in a Google environment and the video production 
tools that YouTube can give to its dedicated video creators—from stages and sets to top of  the line 
cameras and editing bays.
   We visited so many businesses: a tour of  operations at the world-famous Madison Square 
Garden; lunch in the United Nations Delegates Dining Room, where we met with dignitaries from 
around the world; a tour of  Christie’s auction house and an inside glimpse into this international 
business; an incredible tour of  the New York Stock Exchange, hosted by Dr. Gordon Charlop, 
Managing Director/Partner at Rosenblatt Securities; and a very special visit with Uri Minkhoff, 
CEO of  the Rebecca Minkoff fashion company, at their store in SoHo.
   We had many opportunities to soak up some history and see the sights as well. Boston offered 
endless layers of  history—from the Freedom Trail Tour to Boston Commons and the Old State 
House, where the Boston Massacre occurred. We saw the harbor where early revolutionists 
staged the Boston Tea Party. We toured Fenway Park and learned about the stadium’s past and its 
influence on the city and American baseball.
   Our time in New York offered equal opportunities for cultural fun, because our hotel was a few 
blocks from Times Square. And with Times Square comes Broadway!
   We saw great Broadway shows, including An American in Paris, Aladdin, Les Miserables, and Matilda. 
After Aladdin, we talked with lead actors about performing on Broadway and heard about all the 
work actors do on and off stage. We also toured the Metropolitan Museum of  Art and Parsons - 
The New School of  Design.
   I’ve put a lot of  words into describing this trip, yet it still seems indescribable. So much work goes 
into planning it and carrying it off successfully. Thankfully, Mark doesn’t have to do it alone. We 
all worked hard in our way to make the trip happen, but we learned so much more than we ever 
could in a classroom. I crossed off bucket list items I never knew I had—I wouldn’t have dreamed 
of  walking on the floor of  the New York Stock Exchange. Even better, I didn’t just get to meet 
successful entrepreneurs and industry professionals, I got to pick their brains directly. 
   How many high school students can say that?

The students want to thank all of  the parents and alumi who helped arrange visits, including Sheila Chapman, Sky and Arwen 
Dayton, Joanie Marrazzo, Corrine Perkins, Courtney and Patrick Ryan, Paul Sonz and Ian Welles.

Harvard University

Microsoft

Madison Square Garden

Boston University Medical Center
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Mary Baker Eddy Library



On May 7th, Delphian School’s varsity choir proudly accepted the award for Second Place in the Oregon State 
Choir Championships, following on the heels of  2014’s First Place win.
   This is the twentieth year that Delphian’s varsity choir has qualified for the state championships. This alone is a 

laudable accomplishment. What many may not realize, however, is that twenty singers graduated out of  2014’s varsity choir. 
By any standard, 2015 would be considered a rebuilding year, but Delphian Arts Director, Craig Bader, thinks of  things 
differently. “It’s a new year every year,” Craig said. “I usually lose a few graduates. This year we’d lost almost half  the choir. 
I knew we were going to face a challenge, so we talked about it at the beginning of  the year as a group. No matter where 
you’re starting, it takes a lot of  hard work to attain that standard.”  
   Delphian sends warm congratulations to our varsity singers, who worked very hard to achieve their state championships 
placement. It’s recognition well deserved.

While varsity choir was rebuilding, a new orchestral ensemble was being assembled, spearheaded by Delphian’s strings 
instructor, Barbara Colaianni. Seeming to follow the adage of  “if  you build it, they will come,” the year saw Delphian’s 
orchestral ensemble grow from a core of  string instrument players into a diverse group including (for different performances) 
the full spectrum of  string instruments: flute, clarinet, recorder, guitar, and a percussionist or two.  
   Barbara said, “One of  the things I enjoy is being able to expand opportunities for music students to play in a group, 
especially for students who might not normally have the chance. For each performance, we’ve been rotating pianists, bass 
players, guitarists—we’ve had quite a number of  different students perform with us, whether or not they’re even signed up 
for the class. For many of  these students, this was the first time they ever performed on their instruments.”
   Craig said of  Delphian’s growing orchestra, “I think Barbara is doing really good work with the kids. She’s established a 
core group, and I look forward to where she’ll be able to take them.”

MUSIC & CHOIR

To watch videos of  the choir and orchestra performing, read the digital edition of  The Delphian.

Choir takes 2nd Place at State Championships

BASKETBALL
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BASKETBALL

Basketball
AWARDS

The varsity basketball team had a successful season, competing with and beating several state-ranked teams, and 
resulting in its 3rd consecutive appearance in the district playoffs.
   Opening the season with a hard-fought game against the Western Mennonite Pioneers (a perennial state 

contender) gave them perspective on being able to compete with the best teams in the state.
   Playing a strong schedule of  non-league games, the Dragons prepared for their league schedule and hit it strong with an 
upset of  first-place Knappa in January. With key injuries in the middle of  the season, the team found themselves battling 
all season for a playoff  spot. Another victory over Knappa and home victory over City Christian clinched a district playoff  
spot, and an overtime victory at Gaston in the final regular season game earned them a home playoff  game.
   In the playoffs, the Dragons faced Faith Bible, a team they had split two games with earlier in the season. Despite two 
starters being out with injuries, the Dragons battled for the state playoff  berth within their sights, eventually falling to the 
tough Falcons squad.
   “This team showed throughout the season that they had the talent to compete with anybody in our league,” said coach 
Brandon Lidgard. “As the season progressed, they had to overcome some adversity but really came together as a group. 
We played some tough teams this year, and the boys rose to the challenge many times. I’m proud of  what this group 
accomplished, especially the seniors who have helped lay the foundation for a successful program.”

Tom Chiang
   1st Team All-Star
   Most Valuable Player
Quentin Tomak
   Honorable Mention All-Star
   Top Defender
JJ Gonzalez 
   Honorable Mention All-Star
   Coach’s Award
Peter Chou 
   100% Award
Julien Rivera 
   Most Improved Player
Leo Wang 
   Most Improved Player

Tom Chiang

GYM Update
The first step of  renovations on our gym has been 
completed. The building has been waterproofed 
and insulated in preparation for the next step: a new 
heating and air conditioning system. More visibly, the 
exterior was redone with brick around each corner 
and a new sign welcoming people into the front 
entrance.
   To learn more about the gym renovation project, 
visit www.delphian.org/development.




